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Editorial

When an infant learns to walk and talk it is always very exciting. As
children grow parents are always thrilled to see their “little baby” take
on new skills such as writing, playing an instrument, dancing, and
swimming. All these are very visual and easy for everyone to relate to.
For example, after a piano lesson a child will practice at home and it is
very easy for the parent to see their playing skills improve. A child
learning a foreign language, however, is difficult to grasp especially if
the parents do not understand or speak it themselves. Even after
investing a lot of time and money it may still be difficult to see how
much a child has actually learnt. Communicating to parents how well a
child is progressing is one of the biggest challenges a language teacher
and/or school faces. Though not perfect, ability tests and presentations
are one way for parents to see how well their children are doing.

AGORA holds regular English tests such as the STEP Eiken,
JAPEC, and UN Junior Test as well as annual speaking contests. We
strongly recommend that all students regularly take these children
oriented tests and participate in the speaking contests.

2009 Tohoku Speaking Contest Trials

Thought du jour

“Two is company, three is a crowd. Four is
alright if two walk on. “ -Regis de Lavison
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Trials for the 2009 Tohoku Speaking Contest will be held at
AGORA on August 29" (Sat.). Applications are still being accepted.
Participation is free and recordings on CD are available for ¥500.
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Friendly Reminder

School Info

What’s
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3. Semi-Private Lessons (1~4 students)
will be offered during the summer break at
the special fee of ¥1000 for a thirty minute
class. This is a good chance to get ahead in
your studies!
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Until September 3 1st the sign-up fee is being slashed in half.
¥20,000 is now ¥10,000! In addition, all books and class materials
are free!! The ¥1000 trial lesson fee (¥2000 for 90 min. classes) is
also waived for the first two lessons!! This campaign runs until
September 31,
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1. ESEBRDOEBEFRAE—F>J 30T X 51 Seibo English Speaking Contest
The annual Sakura No Seibo Elementary School Speaking Contest is also a good
opportunity for students to show off their language skills in front of an audience. Please
apply at the office by August 29, The Contest is on September 20™ (Sun.) CD
recordings are also available for ¥500.
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2. AR B Week-end Home Stay

The AGORA Week-End Home Stay Study Program is a great chance to do intensive
English studies in a foreign environment without even leaving Fukushima!
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